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D/I USAF CONTRIBUTION TO SE-51
s STGHIFICANCE OF THE NEW INDONESIAN GOVRENMENT!

C. %what is the Political Conoesition and Strength of ﬁhe New Governmegt?

2. VWnat is the extent of the support for the new g)xernmvut in the
arned forees and nationel police? '

Althdﬁgh the Indonesian Adr Force has maiﬁﬁainéégéfggﬁégaily neutral
posi%ien in national politics, it -is.believed that the Chief of Staff and some
other seplor Air Force officers are favorably, disposed toward the new leftist
government and might have given at least tacit support:to‘its formation. How-
ever, the majority of the aAir Forece personnel are subject to the leadership of

Junicr ut&ff officers wno, strongly resisting the laissez-faire policies of the

Chief of Staff., oppose Cormunist and preuCommunlat infiltration into ths Adr
Foree and édvocate ite recrganization and modernization.
Thers is a possibility that these junior Adr Force officers, together
with the "17 October® reformist group in the Army and possibly some Navy
elements,~will succeed in organizing a military coup to take over the govern-
mznt before the preéent leftist trend develops much further. However, the
necessary top level leadership for such a coup is not yet in evidence. B
3. To what extent does the new government enhancefthe ability of the
Communists to influeree policy? What is the Communist strength or

ability to influence policy and action in the leadership of the
armed forces end the national police force?

There are, and were refore the 2sbtoblishment of the new government.
Commaunists in key positions in the Ministry of Defe va,and in the Air Force.

Tnaru also continue to be others pressant whc, though n{obabgv more nationalist
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than Commanist, fzil o sea the denger of cooneraiing with Jevwinists either

withir the Air Force or et the Coveprament level. Principal among those in
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grou; Jmuor Avr rorce olficers apceared to be gaining 2 fective conbrel of
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the Alr Fores, bui continuing instability throughout the amed foress mmd tae

govermient as a wiole Lended to raduce Alp Foree morale and to nrovide
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opportinities for further Somumnist infiltrabing, The strongly leftist orion-
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appear certain that the reformist group will he u¢$minated from positions of
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influence and that, accordinaly, Cowmuaist strength will be progressively

anhanced .
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